
                                                         CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                               Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

July 9, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday July 9, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were  

Jon Juenke, Vice-Chair; Jeff Partington, Kelly Elvestad and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk; 

and Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer.  Chair Sandy Weber was not present. Also in attendance were Russ 

Zellmer, Shannon Nielsen, Erik Nielsen, Roy Brosky Colin Garvey, and Mark Henry. 

Acting Chair Jon Juenke called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the agenda. 4 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. June 11, 2018 Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Minutes 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the item on the Consent 

Agenda.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE 

A Deputy Reinus was present and reported that there has been some minor vandalism in Empire Township.  

He also reminded everyone that if residents see someone dumping items in the right-of-way they should get a 

good description of the vehicle and call them ASAP so they can follow up. 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

On June 25, 2018 the Planning Commission reviewed the updated survey provided by Colin Garvey, who 

was not present at the meeting.  Comments and concerns were heard from David Fischer, who owns adjacent 

property.  Further review of language in the Zoning Ordinance was done regarding requirements of existing 

non-conforming substandard lots.  In addition it was requested that the township contact the County 

Transportation Department to verify if County Road 80 is considered an Arterial Road, which would affect 

the setback requirements.  Moving this back to the Board of Supervisors so a final determination to proceed 

can be made within the 60 day review period, contingent on obtaining this additional information prior to the 

July Board of Supervisors meeting. 

The following new items were reviewed at the regular monthly meeting: 

• Ag-zoned Building Application, Jim Meyers, 23816 Biscayne Ave 

• Building Rights Transfer Application, Kenneth & Kathleen Betzold, PID #07-00200-26-012 

• Building Permit Application, residential addition (approx. 38’ x 16’) plus remodel existing, Hidden Oak 

Homes for Brittany & Michael Vruno, 24518 Chippendale Ave 

All above applications were reviewed and recommended to the Board of Supervisors for approval. 

In addition, the following topics were discussed: 

• Summary of information presented at June 18, 2018 Erosion and Sediment Control Standards and 

Permitting Workshop, presented by Jeff Partington and Barbara Lang 

• Preliminary review and discussion about updating township Fee Schedule.  Existing fee schedules were 

reviewed and determined which items need further consideration or updates.  Hope to complete 

recommendations at the July Planning Commission meeting. 

REVIEW / APPROVE  

• Building Permit Application, addition to residence and remodel some existing, Hidden Oak Homes for 

Brittany Vruno, 24518 Chippendale Ave W 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve this building permit application.  

4 ayes. Motion carried. 

• Ag-zoned Building Permit Application, Jim Meyers, 23816 Biscayne Ave 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve this ag-zoned building permit 

application.  4 ayes. Motion carried. 



• Building Rights Transfer Application, Kenneth & Kathleen Betzold, PID # 07-00200-26-012 

Supervisor Elvestad recused herself from this business item. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approved this Building Rights Transfer 

application.  3 ayes.  1 abstain by Kelly Elvestad.  Motion carried. 

• Building Rights Transfer Permit, Kenneth & Kathleen Betzold, PID # 07-00200-26-012 

Supervisor Elvestad recused herself from this business item. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approved this Building Rights Permit.  3 

ayes.  1 abstain by Kelly Elvestad.  Motion carried. 

• Building Permit Application, new residence, Colin Garvey, parcel along 260th St. 

Supervisor Juenke handed out copies of additional e-mail received from Dean Johnson and a typed copy of a 

text he had received from Chair Sandy Weber regarding this application.  Building Inspector Ron Wasmund 

was present and was asked for his recommendations regarding this parcel.  A copy of a memo he had 

prepared for the Board of Supervisors in 2007 was provided to the current Board members, and Mr. 

Wasmund stated that the items he listed in 2007 documenting that this was not a buildable lot have not 

changed, other than an update on the road setback being 110’ rather than 130’, as the parcel is not along an 

arterial road.  He went on to explain that even though this is an existing substandard lot, it still does not meet 

the specific requirements listed in the Zoning Ordinance.  Former Chairman Russ Zellmer was asked if he 

had any comments, as he was Chairman when a similar request was submitted and denied in 2007.  He was 

in agreement that the lot does not meet the Ordinance Requirements as a buildable lot, in addition to the fact 

that septic system requirements have changed since that time, and there are concerns that the lot would not 

have sufficient area for a required back-up septic system.  Mr. Wasmund shared that existing smaller lots in 

the area are running into problems because of the age of old septic systems and re-state the importance of 

updated County requirements to provide room for a back-up system.  

Mr. Garvey was present and had copies of other substandard lots in the township, but he did not leave that 

information for the Supervisors to review.  He also asked why the Board is considering denying his building 

permit application when he has provided all the additional information asked for by the Planning 

Commission and the Supervisors.  Supervisor Partington commented that further research was done on the 

history of this property and it was discovered that Mr. Garvey had been notified in both 1999 and 2007 by 

the acting Boards of both those time frames that this was not a buildable lot according to Ordinance 

provisions.  Mr. Partington also stated that the Zoning Ordinance has not changed, so this application should 

again not be approved. 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to deny this building permit application 

based on the fact that it does not comply with the Ordinance provisions for substandard lots.  4 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Summary about Vermillion River Watershed Permitting Workshop on June 18 

Clerk Barbara Lang reported that Sandy Weber, Jeff Partington, Mark Henry and Barbara Lang all attended 

this workshop.  A copy of an informational flyer listing the current approved standards regarding erosion 

control and sediment standards adopted by the VRWJPO was provided to all the supervisors, which indicate 

that land disturbance areas of 5,000 square feet for any construction within the watershed require erosion 

control methods.  So that our township is compliant with this, a copy of this handout will be provided to all 

applicants within that watershed in our township at the time they apply for any appropriate building permit, 

and with Inspectron’s permission, a disclaimer statement has been added to the Building Permit Application 

form that allows the on-site inspector to determine that the appropriate soil erosion controls are being met on 

the site during construction. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Review Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) between Rural Solid Waste Commission and Castle Rock 

Township for 2018 Waste Tire Collection Event 

JPA was reviewed, which is similar to the previous one we had three years ago. 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve this JPA.  4 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 



There was discussion about setting the date for this event and who is available to volunteer.  Tentative date 

was set for Saturday, October 27.  Mark Henry will make arrangements for the containers and hauling the 

tires to the approved tire recycling facility and there was discussion about volunteers to work that day.  There 

was also discussion about advertising this event so our residents are aware of this service.  There will be 

further discussion at the next meeting. 

• Discussion about junked cars at 1367 270th St 

Property owner Roy Broske was present.  He is in the process of cleaning up and removing all the old cars 

from his property.  He indicated the cars have been removed and he is finishing other clean-up.  No further 

action at this time. 

• Update regarding vacant house at 4425 280th St 

Building Inspector Ron Wasmund was present.  He has not had success contacting the property owners to set 

up an appointment to inspect the residence.  He has provided the Clerk with a list of the procedures that are 

to be followed for unsafe structures, depending on the conditions he finds.  He will pursue making contact 

within the next couple weeks. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Review and approve certified election judges for August 14, 2018 State Primary Election and November 

6, 2018 State General Election 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the list of election judges for the 

August 14, 2018 and November 6, 2018 elections.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Review City of Farmington Amendment to the 2030 Comprehensive Plan 

Supervisors had been given the information prior to the meeting to review for any comments or concerns.  

None being made, Clerk was directed to complete the comment form on behalf of the Township and return to 

City of Farmington. 

• Discussion about holding an American Red Cross Blood Drive at the Castle Rock Town Hall 

Clerk Barbara Lang was contacted by Mike Machus, a representative from the American Red Cross about 

the possibility of holding a blood drive at the Castle Rock Town Hall.  She is willing to serve at the 

coordinator, and the recommendation is to hold the drive here from 1 pm to 7 pm before the end of the 

summer, as blood supplies are always low this time of the year.  The goal is to have 35 donors.  There was 

brief discussion that this would be a good community involvement event.  Clerk was directed to proceed with 

setting up the arrangements. 

ROAD REPORT 

• Update on 2018 gravel application 

Mark Henry indicated that more gravel and dustproofing were done today.   

• Update on County Rd 86 project and adjusted haul routes 

Mr. Henry indicated that permission had been obtained on July 2 from the Board of Supervisors by e-mail 

request sent by the Clerk to allow some specific township roads for empty truck haul routes to expedite 

completion of this project.  Mr. Henry indicated that he has asked the County where the borrow pits for this 

project are and was only told that they are using “Plan B.”  Mr. Henry and others have noticed that 

truckloads of materials are being hauled out of the LKQ site and has been told that over 67,500 cubic yards 

of sugar sand have been scheduled to be mined and used for the County Road project.  It appears that the 

LKQ project that was authorized last fall has deviated from the plan that was reviewed and approved by the 

Township Board.  Supervisor Partington has been to the site and observed that this is a huge project and it is 

obvious that they are moving a large quantity from the site.  Mr. Henry explained what a balanced site should 

be, and also noted that LKQ will be using the millings that were removed from County Road 86.  There was 

discussion that due to the quantity of extraction that is leaving the site, it should be determined if a Seasonal 

Mineral Extraction Permit should have been in place.  Mr. Partington indicated that he is willing to meet with 

the Township Engineer, Grant Jacobsen, at the site to determine if this permit needs to be in place before 

further work will be allowed. 

• Update on Hwy 50 project 

Mr. Henry reported that milling should begin within the next week or so.  He will be coordinated with the 

project manager regarding the apron installation at the intersection with Annette Avenue. 

 



• Wild Parsnip update 

Mr. Henry has been spot spraying.  Some areas have been mowed, and he has done some seed head removal 

when appropriate.  He feels our local program is going well and we are well ahead of adjacent jurisdictions 

in keeping this noxious weed under control within our township. 

• Unterscheutz driveway along Denmark Avenue 

Mr. Henry has had further discussion with the resident about the issues.  There is a plan in place to 

temporarily make some road repairs to fix the problem so there is less impact to our township right of way, 

but some type of contact needs to be made with Eureka township as they are not maintaining that section of 

the town line road properly. 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

Receipts  $    10,258.76  

Current Investments $  757,416.36 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  4 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $  3,564.60   Claim # 9263 - 9272 

Claims: $77,129.31 Claim # 9273 - 9292 

Total:   $80,693.91  

Jeff Partington made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve Payroll and Claims.  4 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

CLERKS REPORT 

• Thank you to Rhonda Rademacher for making arrangements to get new window blinds for the remaining 

three windows in the town hall.  All the old deteriorated and broken blinds have now been replaced. 

• Please let Clerk know if you have any further updates that should be posted on the website.   

ADJOURN 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to adjourn.  4 ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara M. Lang, Clerk 

Attest:  Jon Juenke, Vice-Chairman of Board of Supervisors 


